Khalifs " though they are the mausoleums

of various Amirs, is the best place for the

study of dome designs. Here the majority

of the cupolas  are stilted and slightly

pointed resembling the helmets  of   the

Saracens.    Their exteriors are either left

plain or decorated with chevrons (zigzags)

arabesques   or   flutes.     Fluting   usually

denotes a brick-dome covered with plaster.

The use of geometrical arabesques for the

surface decoration of the dome forms the

next step   in its ornamentation.   In the

time   of   Qait-Bey    conventional   floral

forms were   combined   with   arabesques

and later on the straight lined arabesque

was completely  discarded and its  place

was taken by a foliated pattern carved

all over the dome. The drum of the dome

which   was   sometimes    octagonal    and

sometimes dodecagonal or circular, had

carved  calligraphic inscriptions running

around it.
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